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Timolin and Casey Cole
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® FOUNDERS, NAT KING COLE GENERATION HOPE INC.

hen singer Nat King
Cole died of lung
cancer in February

1965, he left behind something

more indelible than the vinyl on

which hits like “Mona Lisa" and
“Unforgettable” were pressed.
Not only did Cole open
doors during an era of racial
strife—he was the first African-
American of his star wattage
to host a network television
program, which ran for a vear
on NBC starting in 1956—he
blazed those trails with a musi-
cal and personal style that, to
this day, unifies and inspires.
“We live vicariously
through other peo-
ple’s memories [of]
and experiences
with our father,”
says daughter
Casey who, along
with twin sister
Timolin, was 3 when Nat King
Cole died. “Half the people that
we meet, upon finding out that
he’s our father, will starl to tear
up. That’s the impact he had.”
Timolin and Casey, both
residents of Boca Raton, are
working to honor—and perpet-
uate—that impact through Nat
King Cole Generation Hope.
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The foundation, which held its
inaugural fundraising gala in
late November at The Forge

in Miami Beach, seeks to keep
music alive at public schools
throughout the tri-county area.

“When [school] budgets are
cut, the arts are the first thing to
go,” Timolin says. “Music is part
of the light and sound of the
Earth. It should be brought back
to the forefront of a curriculum.
It’s proven that children who
study music see their test scores
[in other classes] improve.”

Maoney raised by Generation
Hope will be distributed ac-
cording to need, as determined
by the foundation’s board, and
used to fund everything from
band instruments to mentor-
ing programs. Along the way,
the Cole sisters hope to keep
their father’s legacy alive in the
hearts and minds of the next
generation of musicians.

“It's important to us that
children understand not just
our father’s music, but the
fact that he opened doors for
people like Alicia Keys, Mary
J. Blige or Jay-Z,” Casey says.
"Our father represented the
courage for young people to do
whatever they want to do.”

[ 1 The sisters hope that, one day, their own chil-
dren will carry on the foundation'’s work. Timolin
has two sons (Justin, 10, and Juliem, 12); Casey has

one son (Wyatt, 12).

[ 1 Generation Hope has the support of Timelin
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and Casey's mother, Maria, who lives in Ponte Ve-
dra Beach, and their famous sister, singer Natalie,
whose 1991 recording of her father's hits, "Unforget-
table ... With Love,” won the Grammy for Album of
the Year and sold more than 7 million copies in the

United States. |
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